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drowning himself. But that paroxysm, like all the rest,
proved transient; and lie expressed a wish for some hiding-
place, or momentary asylum, in which he might collect his
unsettled spirits, and fortify his wandering resolution. Such
a retreat was offered to him by his lilertus Phaon, in his own
rural villa, about four miles distant from Rome. This offer
was accepted; and the Emperor, without further preparation
than that of throwing over his person a short mantle of a
dusky hue, and enveloping his head and face in a handker-
chief, mounted his horse, and left Borne with four attendants.
It was still night, but probably verging towards the early
dawn; and even at that hour the imperial party met some
travellers on their way to Rome (coming up, no doubt,1 on
law business), who said, as they passed, " These men, doubt-
less, are in chase of Nero." Two other incidents, of an
interesting nature, are recorded of this short but memorable
ride. At one point of the road the shouts of the soldiery
assailed their ears from the neighbouring encampment of
Galba. They were probably then getting under arms for
their final march to take possession of the palace. At
another point an accident occurred of a more ominous kind,
but so natural and so well circumstantiated that it serves to
verify the whole narrative. A dead body was lying on the
road, at which the Emperor's horse started so violently as
nearly to dismount his rider ; the difficulty of the moment
compelled the Emperor to drop the hand which held up the
handkerchief, so that with the suddenness of a theatrical
surprise his features were exposed. Only for a moment was
this exposure; bat a moment was sufficient. Precisely at
this critical moment it happened that sEii old half-pay officer
passed, recognised the Emperor, and saluted him. Perhaps
it was with some purpose of applying a remedy to this
unfortunate rencontre that the party dismounted at a point
where several roads met, and turned their horses adrift, to
graze at will amongst the furze and brambles. Their own

1 At tliis early hour witnesses, sureties, &c., and all concerned in
the law courts, came up to Rome from villas, country towns, &c.
But no ordinary call existed to summon travellers in the opposite
direction ; winch accounts for the comment of the tiavellers on the
errand of Nero and his attendants.